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the human condition - LABOR  WORK  ACTION 

Claudia-Renée Gonzalez (2017) 

Duration: 4’58” 

For five voices with amplification 

Soprano 

Alto 1 

Alto 2 

Tenor 

Bass 

  

  



The human condition - LABOR WORK ACTION is a musical expression of the 

text written by Hannah Arendt concerning the benefit of living an active 

lifestyle, or “vita activa”, in contrast to a contemplative lifestyle. The text of 

this piece is derived from her book “The Human Condition” (1958).  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Exhale (notated as a whole note) Exhale with attack (notated as a half note)

Inhale (notated as a quarter note) Inhale with attack (notated as a quarter note)

Speak the text in the allotted number of beats (as directed with x noteheads)

+  With mouth closed                                      o    With mouth open

Produce a “tss” sound (notated as an eighth 
note)

Glissando pitch down in allotted 
number of beats

Exhale with crescendo (glottal stop)
























